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Supriyo manhandied: BJP and
TMClock horns, 4 FIRs filed

Jaipur: The Rajasthan High
Court Friday quashed an FIR
against film producer Boney
Kapoor which had accused
him and two others of cheat-
ing four people out of Rs 2.12
crore. In June, Jaipur police
had lodged an FIR against
Kapoor, Mustafa Raj and
Pawan Jangid for allegedly
duping four people of over

NORTH

HC guashes FIR incheating
case against Boney Kapoor

Rs 2 crore for organising a
Celebrity Cricket League
which never took place. The
FIR was lodged under IPC
sections 406 (criminal
breach of trust), 420 (cheat-
ing)and 120 B (criminal con-
spiracy). The other two will
continue to be named ac-
cused. The complaint was
filed by a Jaipurresident. ENS

Preparations at India’s first aircraft carrier dry dock in
Mumbai on Friday. It will be inaugurated by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh next week and is being built to
accommodate INS Vikramaditya. Pradip Das

Kolkata: For the third consecu-
tive day, a special team of CBI
officials carried out searches at
various locations in Kolkata
and in another district on
Friday to trace former police
commissioner Rajeev Kumar
in connection with the
Saradha chit fund scam probe.
Sources said the team also vis-
ited his official residence in

EAST
3 dayson, CBl's search for

Rajeev Kumar continues

Park Street. According to
sources, CBI officials had on
Thursday visited a resort lo-
cated in Bishnupur, South 24
Parganas district and also his
office and residential premises
across Kolkata. Meanwhile,
Kumar’slawyer filed an antic-
ipatory bail plea in Alipore
court. The courtis likely to hear
thecaseonSaturday. ENS

Buldhana: Three members
of a family, including a preg-
nant woman and her six-
year-old son, died and two
others were injured ina wall
collapse at Maharashtra’s
Buldhana district on Friday.
The incident occurred
around 2 am, when five
members of the Sheikh fam-
ily were asleep at their
house at a slum in Mehkar

Kochi: A70-year-old Catholic
priest allegedly molested
three minor girls when they
visited him to seek blessings
at his office in Kerala’s
Ernakulam district last
month, police said Friday.
George Padayatty, vicar of a
Syrian Catholic Church, has
been absconding after a case
was registered against him,

WEST
Pregnant woman, 6-yr-old

among 3 killed in wall collapse

area of the city. Suddenly, a
wall of an old house located
adjacent to their house fell
on their home amid heavy
rain. All five members of the
family were buried under a
huge pile of debris, police
said. They were rushed to
the hospital where three of
them were declared dead on
arrival. The two others are in
a critical condition. PTI

SOUTH

70-yr-old Catholic priest
accused of molesting minors

police said. He has been
charged under various sec-
tions of POCSO Act, a police
officer said. According to po-
lice, the incident occurred
when the nine-year-old girls
went to the priest’s office to
seek his blessings. A source
said the priest has been sus-
pended by Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese. PTI
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KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 20

THE HECKLING and gherao of
Union minister Babul Supriyo by
a section of students at Jadavpur
University triggered a fresh round
of political sparring on Friday.
Describing the JU students as
“nothing less than terrorists”,
West Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh said there should be a
Balakot-like surgical strike to “de-
stroy anti-national hubs in JU
campus”. The ruling TMC, mean-
while, directed its criticism at the
Governor for rushing to the uni-
versity, and expressed solidarity
with the V-C and students of JU.
Sharing pictures of the inci-
dent on Twitter, Supriyo, the
Union MoS for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, said
that those who were involved in
his assault would be found out.
“These cowards will not be al-
lowed to malign & tarnish the im-
age of #JadavpurUniversity. U
shall be found out by us soon but
dont worry, you shall not be
treated in the manner you treated
me,” he tweeted. “We shall reha-
bilitate you mentally so that you
& your Hooligan Friends (all
footages available with the me-
dia) behave like you are supposed
to behave as students till then.”
Tweeting a picture of a stu-
dent pulling him by his hair,
Supriyo added, “This is the guy
who led the assault in
#JadavpurUniversity. We will find
him out and then see what
@MamataOfficial does to him in
terms of charging him for assault
without ANY PROVOCATION
whatsoever from our/my side.”
On Thursday, Supriyo, a BJP
MP, was heckled and manhan-
dled by some students at JU. The
students gheraoed Supriyo for
over five hours, stopping him
from leaving the campus. When
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
rushed to JU in the evening, his ve-
hicle was also blocked for about
an hour, before ahuge police con-

JU students at a protest rally in Kolkata. Protests were also
carried out by the BJP, ABVP and the SFI in the city. Partha Paul

tingent escorted them out.

Speaking to reporters here on
Friday, Ghosh said he would write
to Union Home Minister Amit
Shahdescribing the incident. “Just
like our security forces conducted
surgical strike to destroy terror
camps in Pakistan, our cadres
would carry out the same type of
surgical strike to destroy anti-na-
tional hubsinJU campus,” he said.

Vowing action against stu-
dents for assaulting Supriyo,
Ghosh said, “We know how to
break their hands and soon we
will do it.” Backing Governor
Jagdeep Dhankar’s move to visit
the campus, Ghosh said, “The
state government was sittingidle
and waiting for Supriyo to get
killed. It is unprecedented and
only happens in Bengal. There is
no law and order here.”

The TMC issued a statement
saying, “We must punish the cul-
prits who assaulted the students
including the girl students of
Jadavpur University and ran-
sacked the campus. We express
our total solidarity with the Vice

Chancellor, Professors and stu-
dents of Jadavpur University....
One thing must be made very
clear: universities are au-
tonomous institutions and as per
time-honoured tradition, police
cannot enter university campus
without permission of V-C.”

Meanwhile, police filed four
FIRs in the matter. They said they
lodged a suo motu case on
Thursday night against 180-190
members and supporters of ABVP
and BJP. “Itisalleged that they be-
ing equipped with lathi, bamboo
and iron rod formed an unlawful
assembly in front of gate number
40fJU,” asenior police officer told
The Indian Express. Another case
was filed ona complaint by Debraj
Debnath, general secretary of Left-
backed Arts Faculty Students
Union of JU,against members and
followers of ABVP and RSS.

The other complaints were
filed by BJP member Agnimitra
Paul, who claimed she was as-
saulted, and Nityananda Mistry,
Convenor, ABVP of JU, alleging un-
lawful assembly in JU and assault.

As judge, Rao ruled on

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THREE MONTHS before he retired
as judge of Madras High Court in
April 2017, justice (retd) Nooty
Rama Mohan Rao was a partici-
pantina two-day conference dis-
cussing the role of courts in pro-
tecting women and children,
organised by the Tamil Nadu State
Judicial Academy. Rao sat through
a poignant speech delivered by
then Supreme Court judge and
former Madras High Court Chief
Justice Madan Lokur.

“There has been a change in
the mindset of society with regard
to women,” Justice Lokur re-
marked.

On Friday, Rao’s daughter-in-
law Sindhu Sharma released an
old video in which the former
judge and his son, Nooty
Vashistha, are seen assaulting her.
In April this year, Sharma had al-
leged that her husband and his
family had beaten her up over a
demand for dowry. She released

Justice (retd)
Nooty Rama
Mohan Rao

a series of videos — CCTV footage
— from herin-laws’ home.

Rao was appointed an addi-
tional judge of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court in 2006 and
was made a permanent judge in
2008.However, afteradecade, he
was abruptly transferred to the
Madras High Court. The SC
Collegium had assigned no rea-
sons for Rao’s transfer, that came
less than a year before his retire-
ment. He retired in April 2017.

Ironically, both asalawyerand
ajudge, Rao has been involved in
casesrelated to domesticviolence
and hasargued and decided cases
in favour of women.

In 2005, as a lawyer, Rao ap-
peared for an Indian-American
woman who had filed a case of
criminal intimidation and cruelty

Once meant to be India’s largest planned

city, NAINA shrinks by almost

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 20

WHEN IT was originally concep-
tualised in 2014, the Navi
Mumbai Influence Notified Area
(NAINA) was promoted as
India’s largest planned city, even
bigger than Mumbai and its sub-
urbs together.

But now that the new city’s
development plan has finally
been sanctioned, it appears to
have been considerably shrunk
— it is only slightly more than
half its planned size.

Planned to come up around
aradial distance of about 25 km
from the proposed international
airport at Navi Mumbai, it was
originally expected to be spread
over 600 sq km or 60,000
hectare. But according to the de-
velopment plan sanctioned by

gl

Thirty-five villages from Khalapur tehsil were removed. File

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis earlier this
week, it will now come up on
just over a 334-sq km plot.
However, NAINA will still be
bigger than Navi Mumbai (320sq
km). While the original idea was
toundertake urban development
of 308 villages in the six talukas,

Epaper..neiss. com

this has now come down to 175
villages. The Fadnavis-led urban
development department sanc-
tioned NAINA’s plan on
September 16. The proposal was
submitted to it in July 2017 by
the state-run City and Industrial
Development of Maharashtra
Ltd (CIDCO), appointed as the

half

special planning authority for
NAINA.

But the plan was approved
after removing 49 villages — 35
in Khalapur tehsil and 14 in
Thane. These villages accounted
for an area of 103 sq km.

In 2016, the government ex-
cluded another 84 villages in
Panvel and Khalapur tehsils.

CIDCO Vice-chairperson and
MP, Lokesh Chandra, supported
the exclusions. “...Areas that
weren't contiguous or were lo-
cated along the road corridors
being developed by the MSRDC
were deleted so that these can
be independently developed...”

NAINA was originally
planned to house a population
of 15 lakh in the next 20 years.
But CIDCO’s chief planner
(NAINA) V Venugopal said they
had already “planned fora much
larger carrying capacity”.

C CASCS

against her former husband.

In2015,inadomesticviolence
case before the High Court of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
(before bifurcation), a single
bench, comprising Rao, refused to
quash proceedings under the
Domestic Violence Act and said,
“Effective measures are essen-
tially required for protection of the
rights of women guaranteed un-
der the Constitution, who are get-
ting victimised due to violence oc-
curring within the family and
hence, for putting in place preven-
tive measures and with a view to
protect the rights of women, en-
acted the Act. Therefore, the Act
hasbeenusheredinforachieving
greater social objectives.”

“With a view to give protec-
tion to women, essentially from
violence within family, the pres-
ent special piece of legislation has
been brought forth,” he added.

Rao had said desertion, an act
“likely to impair the health or de-
velopment of a particular person”,
would mean emotional and phys-
ical abuse under the act.

All kept in loop
over visit, says
Governor; TMC
sticks to stand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 20

WEST BENGAL Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Friday slammed
TMC secretary general Partha
Chatterjee for claiming that he
went to Jadavpur University with-
out informing the government.

The TMC later issued another
statement saying that it stood by
its earlier statement.

A statement from the Raj
Bhavan regarding Thursday’s in-
cident said, “...His visit was ren-
dered imperative as the Vice
Chancellor and the pro-Vice
Chancellor had left the University
while the Union Minister, Shri
Babul Supriyo, continued tobe de-
tained by the agitating
students/persons there...”

“As a final step before going,
the Governor/Chancellor took ini-
tiative in connecting with the
Hon’ble Chief Minister, West
Bengal... There were many tele-
phonic interactions between the
two...” the statement said.

“In discharge of his duty both
as Chancellor of the University
and Governor of the State, he felt
itnecessary to visit the University
and all agencies required to be
keptin the loop were informed,” it
added.

TheTMChad earlier said it was
“shocking” that Dhankhar had vis-
ited the campus without inform-
ing the “elected government” to
the “so-called rescue” of the BJP
leader. On Friday, the TMCissued a
statement saying it stood by its
claims. “On behalf of AITC, what
we said yesterday...we stand by it...
Our expectation is that Governor
must give justice to the V-C,
Professors, students... Administra-
tion played a very peaceful role to
resolve the problem amicably.”
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‘Suit by Ramlalla,
Ramjanmabhoomi
was socio-political
vehicle for Nyas’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE SUNNI Central Waqf Board
on Friday sought to highlight the
political nature of the Ayodhya
Ram temple movement and said
the suit filed by the deity
Ramlalla and the birthplace
Ramjanmabhoomi in 1989 was
only a “socio-political vehicle”
for the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas,
which was created in
December 1985.

“Thusitis clear that Suitno. 5
was a socio-political vehicle for
the Nyas, pointing to the future
and trying to reiterate the past to
serve the future,” Senior
Advocate Rajeev Dhavan, ap-
pearing for the Board and one of
the main petitioners M Siddiq,
told a five-judge Constitution
Bench headed by Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi. The bench,
also comprising Justices S A
Bobde, DY Chandrachud, Ashok
Bhushan and S Abdul Nazeer, is
hearing appeals against the
September 30, 2010 verdict of
the Allahabad High Court divid-
ing the disputed 2.77 acres in
Ayodhya into three equal parts.

Suit number 5 was instituted
in 1989 by Bhagwan Sri Ramlalla
Virajman at Sri
Ramjanmabhoomi, Ayodhya,
and Asthan Sri Rama Janma
Bhoomi, Ayodhya, and they were
represented Deoki Nandan
Agarwal, a retired judge of
Allahabad High Court as “next
friend”. The prayer in the suit
was for a decree or declaration
to the effect that the entire
premises of Ramjanmabhoomi
belong to the plaintiff deities and
for an injunction against others
from placing any obstruction in
the construction of the new tem-
ple after demolishing and re-
moving existing buildings and
structures.

Dhavan claimed that the

.

AYODHYA
HEARING

“purpose and direction” of the
suit number 5 “is to say remove
all those (existing structures),
destroy to the extent required”.

He contended that the only
movement that followed the
creation of the Nyas was the ‘kar-
seva’ for the temple and that it
was an “entirely political move-
ment”. The Viswa Hindu
Parishad had collected conse-
crated stones for this from across
the country during the move-
ment, he said, adding “this can
hardly be called consecration be-
causeitled to theillegal destruc-
tion” of the objects of worship at
the site.

He also questioned making
Ramjanmabhoomi a petitioner,
saying “the real reason for using
the Janmabhoomi as a vehicle
was to create ajuristic personal-
ity to canvas tworegimes —- the
idol regime and bhoomi
regime”. The consequences of
bhoomi becoming a juristic per-
son would be that no one else
would be able to claim title, he
said, and that only those conse-
quences as applicable to theidol
as ajuristic person should apply
in the case of the ‘bhoomi’ too.

He also took the bench
through translations of inscrip-
tions found on the Babri Masjid
before it was demolished on
December 6, 1992, and said they
proved that the mosque was
built by Mughal emperor
Babur’s commander Mir Baqi.

The arguments remained in-
conclusive and will resume on
September 23.

ED raids TMC MP, recovers
Rs 351akh and $10,000 cash

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

A DAY after the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) carried out
searches at the residence and of-
fices of TMC MP K D Singh, the
agency claimed to have recov-
ered Rs 35 lakh and $10,000 in
cash, property papers and doc-
uments pertaining to circuitous
financial transactions from his
official residence in Delhi.

The ED had carried out
searches at seven locations in
New Delhi and Chandigarh, “in-
cluding registered offices of 14
group companies of Alchemist
Group, related to and controlled
by Trinamool Congress Rajya
Sabha MP, Kanwar Deep Singh,
the official residence of K D
Singh at Tughlaq lane, New
Delhi, residence of K D Singh at
Chandigarh and residences of
two directors in different com-
panies, in connection with a
probe into money laundering
initiated on the basis of FIRs of

KD Singh

Kolkata Police...”.

A statement by the agency
said, “During searches, a num-
ber of documents reflecting the
circular nature of transactions,
digital evidences and property
documents are seized. At the of-
ficial residence of K D Singh in
Delhi, cash of Rs 32 lakh along
with Foreign Exchange worth
$10,000 was found and seized.”

Singh is said to have been
sidelined within the TMC. His res-
idence and offices were searched
on the same day that West Bengal
Chief Minister and TMC supremo

PLEA TO ENSURE ANTI-DISCRIMINATION MEASURES IN VARSITIES

Top court seeks Centre, UGC reply on plea
by mothers of Rohith Vemula, Payal Tadvi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE SUPREME Court on Friday is-
sued notices to the Centre and
the UGC on a petition by the
mothers of late Rohith Vemula
and Payal Tadvi, seeking its inter-
vention to ensure that educa-
tional institutions put in place
anti-discrimination measures
and adhere to them strictly.

A bench of Justices N V
Ramana and Ajay Rastogi issued
the notices after Senior Advocate
Indira Jaising, appearing for the
petitioners, contended that there
was laxity in implementing eq-
uity guidelines.

The petition alleged that
“caste-based discrimination” was
“rampant... in higher educational

institutions” and that this “reflects
flagrant non-compliance with the
existing norms and regulations in
place for the same”.

“Theseincidents...are violative
of the fundamental rights to
equality, right against discrimina-
tion, equal opportunity, abolition
of untouchability, and right to life
guaranteed under Article
14,15,16,17 and 21 of the
Constitution,” it added.

The plea urged the court todi-
rect the Centre and UGC to strictly
ensure enforcement of and com-
pliance with the UGC, (Promotion
of Equity in Higher Educational
Institutions) Regulations, 2012.

It also wanted all universities
and higher educationinstitutes to
establish Equal Opportunity Cells,
on the lines of existing anti-dis-
crimination internal complaints

mechanisms, and to include
members from the SCST commu-
nitiesand independent represen-
tatives from NGOs or social ac-
tivists to ensure objectivity and
impartiality in the process.

The petition said that though
the 2012 regulations required all
Colleges/Universities to establish
an Equal Opportunity Cell to over-
see the promotion of equality and
appoint an Anti-Discrimination
Officer to investigate complaints
of discrimination in breach of eg-
uity, “guidelines have not proven
to be effective or sufficient”.

The plea wants institutions to
upload on their websites all meas-
ures for elimination of caste-
based discrimination and proce-
dure and punishments for
breaching them and ensure a
wider outreach through publicity

Mamata Banerjee met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

The ED had initiated its probe
into the affairs of the Alchemist
Group in 2018 on the basis of
FIRs registered by the Kolkata
Police against Singh, his son
Karandeep Singh, M/S Alchemist
Township India Limited, M/S
Alchemist Holdings Limited and
various other group companies
and their directors for allegedly
cheating thousands of cus-
tomers and investors.

“Kanwar Deep Singh,
through companies namely, M/s
Alchemist Township India
Limited and M/s Alchemist
Holdings Limited had raised a
huge amount of money from
thousands of customers in the
garb of investments by luring
them of high returns and also
against sale/booking of plots and
flats etc. So far investigation has
revealed that these funds raised
from public were not used for
the intended purpose and were
diverted/siphoned off to various
group companies,” ED said.

and participation of governmen-
tal and non-governmental actors.

The petitioners also urged the
court to direct universities to take
strong action against victimisation
of students/staff who file com-
plaints of caste-based discrimina-
tionand to take stepsin the nature
of interim relief that restrain the
institution from creating a hostile
environment against them.

The plea also prayed the
National  Assessment &
Accreditation Council should cater
todiversity and affirmative action
policy as a separate criterion and
thus incentivise universities tode-
velop a congenial atmosphere
that promotes diversity and also
include “measures to prevent
caste-based discrimination” as
compulsory criteria required to be
fulfilled for accreditation.
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Inafirst, single judge SC
benchto hear bail appeals

BREAKTHROUGH Move is aimed at bringing down pendency in the top court, says official

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 69 years after it
cameintoexistence, the Supreme
Court of India will, for the first
time, haveajudgesittingsingly to
decide on matters of bail and
anticipatory bail — in cases
which carry a punishment of up
tosevenyears’imprisonment—
and transfer of cases from one
statetoanother.

Supreme Court Rules 2013
have been amended to allow the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) to
nominate any apex court judge
and constitute a single-judge
bench. The notification of the
changes introduced in the rules
was published in the Gazette of
Indiaon September 19.

The move, a Supreme Court
registry official said, isaimed at
bringing down pendency in the
top court. It is not yet clear how
many such benches would be set
up by the CJI. On Monday, four
new judges would be adminis-
tered the oath, taking up the
strength of the apex court to 34.

Several transfer petitions
related to matrimonial disputes
have choked the system. “Such
matters can be disposed of
quickly by a single judge,” the
official cited above said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

At present, single-judge
benchessiton Mondaysand Fri-
daystohearroutinematterssuch

i

= At present, single-judge benches sit on Mondays and Fridays to

hear routine matters.

asapplicationstocondonedelays
inrefilinga petition after defects
are rectified, to exempt a peti-
tioner from surrendering in a
criminal case or allowing more
time to remove defects in peti-
tions and applications for
renewal of fixed deposits. The
new rule would allow single
judgestonow decide casesonthe
judicial side.

“The following category of
matters may be heard and dis-
posed offfinally by ajudge sitting
singly, nominated by the Chief
Justice of India, Special Leave
Petitionsarisingout of grant, dis-
missal orrejection of Bail Appli-
cation or Anticipatory Bail Appli-
cation filed under Sections 437,

BIPLOV BHUYAN/HT ARCHIVE

438and 439 ofthe CrPCinvolving
offences punishable with sen-
tence up toseven yearsimprison-
ment... Any other category of
cases notified by the Chief Justice
from time to time,” the notifica-
tionreads.

Since 1950, when the Supreme
Court of India replaced the Fed-
eral Court after independence
from British rule, the tradition
has been for judges to decide on
cases sitting on a two or more
than two-judge benches.

Explainingthe Supreme Court
practice, senior SC advocate,
Sanjay Hegde, said:“Earlier, SC
judgesused tosit singly only dur-
ing vacations. And the judge sit-
ting singly only decided matters

onanad interim basis. The final
adjudication happened by a
bench wherejudgessatinacom-
bination of two or morejudges. It
wasjustice Krishnalyer, who, sit-
tingsingly during vacation, inthe
Indira Gandhi election case,
stayed her disqualification by the
Allahabad high court.”

“The object behind the recent
move seems to be to reduce the
pendency of cases. Therationale
of havingjudgessitinacombina-
tion of two or more has been to
safeguard againsterrorin admin-
istration of justice. Supreme
Court being the last court of
appeal, it wasthought thatbetter
tohavetwo or morejudges decide
an issue finally than a single
judge. This [single-judge bench
system] is likely to cause some
problems,” added Hegde.

Bar Council of India chairman,
Manan Kumar Mishra, is critical
of the new rules and says the
move to have just one judge
decide bail and transfer matters
isnotahealthy practice.

“The Bar, which is an impor-
tant stakeholder in administra-
tion of justice, should at least
havebeen consulted... Theideaof
having two judges decide a mat-
ter wasthattwoheadsarebetter
than one. But now this too has
been done away. Lower courts
and high courts have become con-
servative while deciding bail/
anticipatory bail matters and
SC wasthelasthope.”

GST tribunal format unconstitutional: HC

MC Rajan

= mc.rajan@htlive.com

CHENNALI:Holding that the current
format ofthe GST Appellate Tri-
bunal (GSTAT) is unconstitu-
tional becauseithas more techni-
cal members than judicial ones,
the Madrashigh courton Friday
ruledthatadvocatesdonothave
a fundamental right to become
judges/judicial members of
GSTAT.

ADivision Bench of Justices S
Manikumar and Subramonium
Prasad, gavethejudgmentontwo
similar petitions which chal-

THE PETITIONERS SAID
TECHNICAL MEMBERS
WOULD DOMINATE THE
TRIBUNAL STRIKING AT
THE PRINCIPLE OF

-

lenged Sections 109 and 110 of
Chapter XVIITofthe Central GST
Actaswellasthe corresponding
provisionsinthestate Act.

The petitioners, an advocate
and the Revenue Bar Associa-
tion, contended that the GSTAT

would be constituted with one
judicial member and two techni-
cal members, one each from the
Centre and the State. They
argued that this would result in
the dominance of the technical
members striking at the root of
the principle of separation of
powers and impinge upon the
independence of the judiciary.

Exclusion of lawyers from
being appointed to the GSTAT
wasalso challenged since the pro-
visions allows for civil servants
andjudicial officers.

Additional Solicitor General G
Rajagopalan, appearing for the

Law Ministry, contended thatthe
lawyers right to practice under
Article 19 (1) of the Constitution
does not include the right to be
appointed asjudges.

While Tamil Naduargued that
members appointed need to be
legally qualified and judicially
trained, counsel for the finance
minister submitted that what is
essentialisthatappointeeshave
adjudicative experience. The
counsel said since the GSTAT is
yettobe constituted, the petitions
were premature. Officials from
the finance ministry did not
immediately respond.

JALGAON CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, JALGAON

E-Tender Notice No. 1451/ 2019-20

Tender invited for the work of construction of 480 EWS and 336
LIG DUs under PMAY, vertical No.03, (AHP) at Pimprala Gat
No0.261,260 (Part) and S.No. 509 Mehrun, JALGAON-425001, Dist-
Jalgaon. Details of tender schedule and otherterms will be available
from 24.09.2019. Please visit https://maharashtra.etenders.in for

detailed revised tender schedule.

Date : 20/09/2019
Place : Jalgaon

Jalgaon City Municipal Corporation,

Commissioner

Jalgaon|

HARYANA GOVERNMENT
CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT
30 BAYS BUILDING, 3*° FLOOR SECTOR-17B, CHANDIGARH
Website: www.haraviation.gov.in, E-MAIL: cavation@hry.nic.in
Telephone No. 0172-4043066, Tele Fax: 0172-2709174
Commencement Air Shuttle Service between
Hisar-Chandigarh-Hisar
1. Regular Air Shuttle Service from Monday to Friday (Hisar -
Chandigarh - Hisar).
2. Scheduled Time-Table

Departure Time Arrival Time
Hisar 0930 Hours Chandigarh 1015 Hours
Chandigarh 1600 Hours Hisar 1645 Hours

3. The contact number for booking tickets is:- +91-7428598367
(Spicejet).
Date:- 21.09.2019

78874

Advisor
Civil Aviation Department, Haryana

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & WILDLIFE
2nd FLOOR, A-BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN
NEW DELHI-110002

NOTICE

Sub: Investment of funds about Rs. 199 Crores (approx)
with Nationalized Banks in Fixed Deposit on the
name of Ridge Management Board Fund- reg.

Department of Forests & wildlife, Govt. of NCT of Delhi is
proposing to invest funds amounting to Rs. 199 crores

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS
MINISTRY OF HEALTH & QUALITY OF LIFE

HSCC/Mauritius/EYE/2019
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

Ministry of Health & Quality of Life, Republic of Mauritius invites international bids on item

rate basis through their Consultants HSCC (India) Limited from eligible contractors/firms

for the following works:

Date: 19.09.2019)

Name & Description | Estimated Cost | Tender Documents available |Bid Security
of Work (in Mauritian for sale and Last date to  |(in Mauritian
Rupees) submission of Tender Rupees)
Construction of Eye 701 From 25.09.2019 to 24.10.2019 08
Hospital at Million upto 15:00 hrs and opening Million
Mauritius. on 24.10.2019 at 15:30 hrs.

Completion period is 24 calendar months.
For tender details, please refer detailed NIT on HSCC website http://www.hsccltd.co.in
and Republic of Mauritius websites www.health.govmu.org and
publicprocurement.govmu.org. The pre-bid meeting shall be held on 03.10.2019 at 15:00
hrs at Consultant's Office - HSCC India Limited, E- 6(A), Sector-1, NOIDA- 201301, Uttar
Pradesh, India. For bid submission and other details refer to the detailed NIT.
Ministry of Health & Quality of Life, Republic of Mauritius/ HSCC reserves the right to
accept or reject any bid, and to annul the bidding process and reject all bids at any time
prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any liability to Bidders.
Prospective bidders are advised to regularly scan through HSCC website
http://www.hsccltd.co.in, www.health.govmu.org and publicprocurement.govmu.org as
corrigendum/amendments etc., if any, will be notified on this portal only and separate
advertisement will not be made for this. Deputy Permanent Secretary,
REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS, MINISTRY OF HEALTH & QUALITY OF LIFE

General public is hereby informed that
an Unidentified deadbody of male 1.
Namely Prithwish Kumar Deb and 2.
Ashish Kumar Deb both S/o Late Sh.
Makan Lal Deb R/o BA-12B, Janak
Puri, Delhi 1. Namely Prithwish
Kumar : Age : About 56 years, Height
: 5'6", Complexion : Wheatish, Build

(Approx.) with Nationalized Banks on the name of
Ridge Management Board Fund under fixed deposit
scheme for short term or long term depends on interest
rate. Investing period may be for one year or more than one
year. In case, you are interested to accept such investment,
you are requested to intimate the rate of interest willing to
pay in both FD scheme short term and long term for above
said investing amount.

Your offer containing this information must reach the office
of the undersigned in sealed cover latest by 14.10.2019
upto 2.30 p.m. The sealed quotations may be dropped in
the box placed in Accounts Branch Room No. A-11. The
quotations shall be opened on the same day at 3.00 p.m.
in the presence of intending quotationers. The quotations
received after the schedule time shall not be entertained.

The rate of interest should be valid till 21.10.2019
(Dr. K.S. Jayachandran)

DIP/Shabdarth/0700/19-20

DCF(HQ)/HOO

: Medium, Face : Round, wearing
black colour pant and 2. Ashish
Kumar Deb : Age : About 58 years,
Height : 5'8", Complexion
Wheatish, Build : Medium, Face :
Round, wearing black colour pant,
was found dead in decomposed
condition & hanging at their residence.
They admitted at DDU Hospital, Hari
Nagar, New Delhi vide Body No.
1545/19 on 05.09.2019. In this regard
a DD No. 32-A dated 05.09.2019 has
been lodged at PS Hari Nagar, New Delhi. The dead
bodies has been preserved for identification for 72 hours
in the mortuary of DDU Hospital, Delhi.

Prithwish Kr. Deb

Ashish Kr. Deb

Any person having any information or clue about these
deceased persons may kindly inform to the undersigned
on the following address or telephone nos.

SHO : P.S. Hari Nagar, New Delhi
ppr/sazs/wp/i9 Tel. : 011-28525719, 8750871128, 8368215758

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

Top court to hear pleas filed §

by Tadvi, Vemula’s mothers

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Supreme Courton
Friday agreed to hear a petition
filed by the mothers of Payal
Tadvi and Rohith Vemula, who
allegedly committed suicide over
purported caste bias, seeking
remedies to bring an end to the
issue of caste-based discrimina-
tionacross universities.

A bench led by Justice N V
Ramana issued notices to the
Central government, the Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC),
India’shighereducationregula-
tor,and the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), an autonomous body
that measures quality of higher
educational institutionsinIndia.

Representing the petitioners,
senior advocate Indira Jaising
referred to a set of UGC regula-
tions that prohibits caste-based
discrimination and said universi-
ties are lax in implementing the
same. “There are 288 universi-
ties, besides some more deemed
universities where no equity
commissions have been set up,”
she claimed. Jaising even

Ayodhya case:
Sunni Waaf board
arques against
Nyas's civil suit

HT Correspondent

= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Uttar Pradesh
Sunni Central Wakf Board
claimed on Friday that the civil
suit filed by Ramjanmabhumi
Nyas, oneofthe Hindu parties to
the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid dispute, was a “socio-po-
litical vehicle” for the organiza-
tionthat gaveapolitical overtone
tothe Ayodhya Ram temple cam-
paign.

The board’s counsel, senior
advocate Rajeev Dhavan, high-
lighted the politicalnature ofthe
temple movement and con-
tended: “Thusitis clearthat suit
no.5wasasocio-political vehicle
for the Nyas, pointing to the
futureand tryingtoreiteratethe
past to serve the future.” The
boardisthemain petitionerinthe
land title suit.

The senior advocate was
addressing a bench led by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and com-
prising justices SA Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S Abdul Nazeer, which is
hearingappeals against the 2010
verdict of the Allahabad high
court dividing the disputed 2.77
acresin Ayodhyaintothreeequal
parts to be given to the Sunni
Wagqf Board, Nirmohi Akhara
and the organisation represent-
ingRam Lalla, theinfant deity.

Attacking the Nyas, Dhavan
said the “purposeanddirection”
ofthe suitfiled by the trust wasto
removeall theexisting structures
and destroy it to the extent
required. Thekarseva (voluntary
work)done for the proposed tem-
ple was “entirely political” for
which the Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad had collected consecrated
stones from across the country,
hesaid.

Dhavan questioned the logic
behind the Ramjanmabhumi
Nyas even being a petitioner in
the case. According to him, the
solepurpose was tocreatenotjust
ajuristicpersonality buttohave
two legal regimes — one the idol
regime and the other bhumi.

A SCBENCH HAS ISSUED
NOTICES TO THE
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT,
THEUGC AND THE
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT
AND ACCREDITATION

e

referred to an earlier judgment
by Justice Ramana thathad high-
lighted caste-based discrimina-
tioninthe universities. She said
SC must step in to ensure strict
compliance in the wake of a fail-
ure on the part of institutions to
implement the judgement. She
said such harassment must stop.

The bench agreed to examine
thematter, and soughtresponses
from the organisations con-
cerned in four weeks.

Rohith Vemula,aPhD scholar
atHyderabad Central University,
had committed suicide on Janu-
ary 17, 2016, following alleged
castebias.

Payal Tadvi, atribal student at
TN Topiwala National Medical
College in Mumbai, committed
suicideon May 22this year owing

to alleged caste-based discrimi-
nation. While Payal had left a sui-
cide note, naming three doctors
who allegedly harassed her,
Vemula ended his life after he
was expelled from the hostel.

Theirmothershave sought the
top court’s directive for enforce-
mentofthe Fundamental Rights
guaranteed under the Constitu-
tion of India, particularly Right to
Equality under Articles14,15,16,
and 17, the Right to Prohibition of
Discrimination Against Caste
under Article15,and theRightto
Lifeunder Article 21.

The petition states that caste-
based discrimination and harass-
ment on campuses came to light
forthefirsttime in 2006 when an
incident was reported from
AIIMS. As per that report, stu-
dents from scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe communities
wereaddressed with derogatory
slurs and subjected to discrimi-
nation even by professors.

Thepetitionalso cited a series
of cases where Dalit and tribal
students were pushed to take
extreme steps while fighting
caste-based discrimination in
universities.

Social media giants can’t
escape responsibility: HC

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI:Social media companies,
including Facebook, Twitter and
WhatsApp, could not escape
responsibility for the spread of
fake news and hate messages
shared on their platforms, the
Madras high court observed on
Friday.

Adivision bench of JusticesM
Sathyanarayananand N Seshas-
ayeemadeit clearthat after pro-
viding a platform for people to
posttheir viewsand sharemessa-
ges, these companies cannot
abdicate their responsibility for
the spread ofincorrect and defa-
matory information or fakenews.

“Social mediafirmsoperating
in India should comply with the
laws of the land. Though they
may be governed by rules of coun-
trieselsewhere, itis essential that
they abide by Indian laws,” the
judges said, expressing grave
concern over the dangers posed
by fake news and online hate
campaign.

Referring to institutions and
statutory forums established to
monitor and control the broad-
castand visualmedia, thebench
asked the Centre as to whether

4 court

COURT EXTENDS
NATH NEPHEW'’S
JUDICIAL CUSTODY

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court Friday
extended the judicial custody of
Ratul Puri, nephew of Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Kamal Nath,
till October 3 in a money laundering
case related to a bank loan fraud.
Special judge Sanjay Garg passed
the order after Puri was produced
before it and Enforcement Direct-
orate said that if released, he may
tamper with the evidence. The
court had on September 3 sent him
to judicial custody in the case after
his 14-day custodial interrogation
ended. Puri s also in the judicial
custody in a case related to Agusta-
Westland VVIP chopper scam.

thereisany statutorybody torein
insocialmediaorganisationsand
filter the spread of fake news.

Atthis, the counsel appearing
for Centre submitted that the
Union government was in the
process of bringing out alegisla-
tiontothiseffectand thatitwasin
itsfinal stages.

In its submissions, the Tamil
Nadu government charged What-
sApp with non-cooperation in
sharingrequired information for
criminal investigation unlike
Twitter and Facebook. What-
sApp was singled out for non-
compliance withrequests.

Recording the submissions,
the judges posted the matter to
October 10. The bench was hear-
ing a petition by animal rights
activist Antony Clement Rubin.
He sought a direction to make
Aadhaar seedingmandatory for
social media accounts to trace
and prevent cyber crimes.

OnThursday, hehad amended
hispleathatinstead of Aadhaar,
it must be made mandatory
to link any one government
approved/authorisedidentities.

When Facebook approached
the SC with a transfer petition,
the apex court had barred them
frompassingany final orders.

NO LINKTO BHIMA
KOREGAON CASE:
FERREIRATO HC

MUMBAI: Activist Arun Ferreira told
the Bombay high court on Friday
that there was no incriminating
evidence against himin the Elgar
Parishad-Koregaon Bhima case.
Ferreira's counsel Sudeep Pasbola
told the court that the former had
been arrested by Pune police only
because of his acquaintance with
co-accused Surendra Gadling, and
on account that Ferreira was a
member of the Indian Association
of People’s Lawyers (IAPL). Pasbola
told a single bench presided by
Justice Sarang Kotwal that Ferreira
was an activist and lawyer working
for the rights of tribals.

PMLA tribunal quashes ED
action against Misa Bharti

Neeraj Chauhan
= neeraj.chauhan@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
appellate tribunal has quashed
the attachment of a farmhouse
belonging to Rashtriya Janata
Dalleader and former Bihar chief
minister LaluPrasad’sdaughter
Misa Bharti and her husband
Shailesh Kumar in Delhi’s Bij-
wasanarea.

The farmhouse, held in the
name of Mishail Packers and
Printers PvtLtd, in which Bharti
was a director until 2017, was
attached by the ED on September
4,2017on groundsthat X1.2crore
of laundered money had been
used by the company for its pur-
chasein2007-08.

The ED had in December 2017
filed acharge sheet claimingthat
Bharti, Shailesh Kumar, broth-
ersSurendraJainand Virendra
Jainandachartered accountant,
Rajesh Agrawal wereengagedin
money launderingand proceeds
of crime were used to buy the
farmhousefor31.33 crore.

Out of the X1.33 crore, 31.20
crorewas thelaundered money,
as alleged by the ED. Out of this
%1.20 crore, 390 lakh was paid in
cash. Accommodation entries,

L

= Misa Bharti
accordingtothe ED, are someone
accommodating illegal money
throughashell company orinthe
form of cash.

Chairman of the PMLA appel-
latetribunal, Justice Manmohan
Singh, said in his September 17
order: “Property wasattached in
haste, possession is taken in
haste. Thus, asfar as the attach-
ment of property is concerned,
theattachment stands quashed”.

“ED has only alleged use of
unaccounted money and has
failed to identify any related
scheduled offence, let alone any
proceedsemanatingthere from,
inrelation to Mishail Packers or
thefarmhouse,” heruled.

The judge, however, asked
Mishail Packers to deposit I90
lakh with the ED in view of the
allegations about accommoda-
tion entries. An ED official said

on the condition of anonymity
that the judge had asked for 390
lakhdepositastheinvestigation
isstillon, but now that the farm-
house’s attachment stands
released, it means Bharti and
Shailesh Kumar can use their
property without any hindrance.
Justice Singh, who is due to
retire on September 22, also ques-
tioned ED’s money laundering
probe against Bharti and
Shailesh Kumar, sayingit wasa
case of accommodation entries
which the income-tax depart-
ment had already dealt with.
Asserting that the I-T depart-
ment had conducted an inquiry
and found that investments in
Mishail were genuine, the tribu-
nalobserved: “...aforesaid invest-
ment has been held genuine by
theincometax department after
verifying the balance sheet”.
Senior Advocate Amit Sibal,
who appeared on behalf of
Bharti’scompany, said, “The tri-
bunal has set aside the attach-
ment stating that it was done
without application of mind. It
wasopposed by the ED toothand
nail and they tried to delay this
order as they knew that it was a
frivolous attachment.”
The ED didn’trespond to que-
riesfrom HT seeking comment.

= P Chidambaram

GBI opposes bai
application filed
by Chidambaram

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has opposed
the bail application of former
Unionminister PChidambaram
stating that the “gravity of the
offence”, “the magnitude of
financial embezzlement” and
“brazenness” disentitles him to
seek grant of bail.

Inareplyfiled in the Delhihigh
court before a bench of Justice
Suresh Kait, CBI has said that
grantingofbail to the senior Con-
gressleader would beagainst the
“zerotolerance policy on corrup-
tion”. It said granting him bail
would set a wrongprecedent.

Chidambaram’s counsel
refused tocomment.

The agency said that there is
“overwhelming incriminating
evidence” against the accused
and hence the plea should be
rejected. The agency also said
that releasing Chidambaram
would be fatal as he would try to
influence the witnesses and is a
seriousflightrisk.

“Itisstated that the gravity of
the offence is also to be seen in
view of the impunity with which
a high public office has been
abused for personal gain. In the
present case, the petitioner (Chi-
dambaram), whoheld a very high
and influential office of the
Finance Minister ofthe country,
used the sameforpersonal gains,
personally, as well asin conniv-
ance with his co-conspirators.
Thisfactitselfmakesthe present
casegrave enoughtodeny bail to
the petitioner,” thereply read.

Inhisplea, Chidambaram told
the court that he is not needed
anymoreintheinvestigation. He
said he has joined the investiga-
tion and hence should be granted
regular bail. He has also pointed
out that the case wasregistered
10yearsafter thealleged offence
took place.

The leader is facing probe in
cases registered by the CBI and
the ED pertaining to alleged
irregularities in the Foreign
Investment Promotion Board
clearance given to INX Media
to the tune of 305 crore in 2007
when he was the Union Finance
Minister.

WOMAN NAMES
RETD HC JUDGE
INDOWRY CASE

HYDERABAD: A CCTV footage of a
retired Hyderabad high court
Justice Nooty Ramamohana Rao,
and his son beating up his son's
wife, has emerged, news website
The News Minute reported on
Friday. The video appears to have
been shot in April. The video Rao
and three others shouting at the
woman, identified as Sindhu
Sharma, and then hitting her.
Justice Rao worked in the Hydera-
bad HCand Madras HC before he
retired in 2017 The News Minute
reported. Sharma filed a dowry
harassment case against Rao, his
wife and her husband in April.

Kerala govt assures
SC of compliance
of Kochi flats order

HT Correspondent
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Kerala
government on Friday filed an
affidavit in the Supreme Court
listingdetailsoftheactionithas
taken to implement the court
order to demolish 357 flats in
Kochi which flouted the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) guide-
lines.

The affidavit, signed by state
chief secretary Tom Jose, said
the government was bound to
implement the apex court ver-
dict and listed various steps
taken to implement its order. It
said the Maradu municipal cor-
poration had given eviction noti-
ces to all occupants and invited
tenders to carry out demolition
of these flats. He also urged the
court to avoid his personal
appearance and expressed
regretsfor delay, ifany.

The Supreme Courthasgiven
an ultimatum to demolish flats
by September 20.

In another related develop-
ment, ahigh court benchrefused
toentertain apleafiled by one of
the residents, M K Paul, ques-
tioning the Maradu municipal
body’smove todemolish hisflat.
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